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Chapter 1

The barren smile in the cage

Motto: "Culture is a kind of a food. If r-ou get used to its taste,

the other snacks u.ill lose rheir satiery"

I am a woman and I feel when feminity is in danger. The difference berween
the others and me occurs when I act while the suckers prefer to take a step back. If
it were for them, we would have to get down on our knees even when we mop the
floors or tame the vacuum cleaner. No!!! Definitely, we are not maids or pretexts
for men's romantic upsets. As long as I have some pride and vigor left, I will fight
hard against the despotism with a hat.

I really dont understand, why do some dudettes fall so easily for those who
just want to tick another check box on their list? As far as I am concerned, I have
had enough lovers over time, but I have never bowed to the rype of well-ranned,
muscular male, padded with "Mister Big" underwear, where itt only advertised ...
but the rest!? Huh?!... I wanted to be independenr, sophisticated, even if some-
times I seemed weird. Ary*ry, differently than the vast majoriry of men see us:
sweaty, futtering in the wind berween rhe washing machine and the frying pan;
sacrificing our dreams, career, or personal life to a male, to the kids, or God knows
whose humanitarian illusions; moreover, leaving us (deliberately? infuenced?) at-
tracted to mystical speculations that ignore our personaliry abilities and creativity.
'Well, NO: as far as I am concerned, I prefer to be emancipated, conceited, in con-
trol of my time, habits and frivolities. In a way . .. a virgin . .. But in only one way.

I despise the beaten paths, the recipes, the canons of the ordinary crowd. I do
not adjust to this world. I have my own.

Hm, "selfish" would some householders say. "High-sffung girl, in love with
her own pipe-dreams, as with her earrings," other would grumble. "You're wrong,
my dears! All I want is everything to be goodfor me, and because nobody bothers
to induce me this mood, I must take care of myself,"

In fact, that is exactly what I am doing, constantly taking inro account my
own image. At thirty.... something, you cannot help it. Therefore, wharever ir is,
I do not go out into the world with a messy manicure, without makeup, or with
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I dont know why, I have the impression tlat especially lately, men have been
avoiding me. Maybe is my volcanic temper, who knows? \flhat is certain is that very
rarely have I ever managed to have a sentimental geaway for more than a month.
Oh, I almost forgot about that crazy summer I spent in the Globus circus conror-
tionistt caravan. Few neurons fowed under his hair, but his rhighs were ... awe-
some. I remember that at parting he wrore to me in the skywith fumigants: "You are

my muse, Monica". \flould it even matrer if my name were a little different?
Overall, I have nothing to worry about: thank God, the pond is still full of

fish. Therefore, I ended up not even wanting to escape from this emotional vacu-
um, a shrine that became my second nature.

The past? A dress that I remember I can change with another, as I wish. I have
never been a seeker among the vintage remnants. Moreover, whenever I decided
to change the switch, I casually discarded the old rail.

Over time, like any carnivorous creature that feeds on foreign bodies, I ticked
enough relationships, but I did not get seriously involved in any of them. oh my,
you dont want me to get sick of so much happiness, right? Yes, I veered to one
side or the other, but not necessarily because I wanted to, but because such slip-
pages are related to normalcy in such a slippery society. In fact, the coupling has

no brain, only short memorF, personalized in the loss of identiry ... of the coupler.
In short, I neither loved nor I suffered from love as all the other suckers which,

when dumped look like headless chickens running through the yard as if hit by a
meteorite. Let us not be hypocritical though: the animal in every man makes him
forget about fideliry when a well-tuned tit, with voluptuous shapes, shows up on
the stage. -Mell... the same thing happens with women, but ... a little differently.

All right, I admit it! I am a woman and I have the same appetite as my sis-
ters for experiment and fantasy. If I moderated my primary impulses a little, I
could probably be among the ignorant rypes, but with a growth potential. It also
helps me that I have always been loyal, sometimes eyen to several men at once.
Of course, it should neither be leaked rhar over time I have become an experr in
sneaking a few ah\, or yes's to enhance my full involvemenr, nor that by focusing
a little, I manage to fall in love in less than fifteen minures, which - lett face it - is
a doubtless example of efficiency.

I know, it has been almost sixteen years since I inaugurated the Decade of
the one-Mght stand.s, but as I have already established, that still does not make
me want a serious relationship. In fact, it is easy to guess where an involvement
beyond the reasonable limits can lead: to the suppression of one's own identiry,
rhrough the volatilization of certainties. To be free means to have autonomy of
movement only based on one's own fidelities.

You have tobe crazy to risk everything for someone. I only violated this prin-
ciple once, when I have hooked up with an unemployed actor who gave me the
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the exuberance of the sea waves, of the bucolic landscapes, or the sunrise blowing
with blush and I risked on photographic images. After all, I did not moye away
from playing with volumes, the trembling contours, or the disjunction of light,
it's just that I did it through a different technique, and by the fact that my works
are only black and white; I was able to deepen the chiaroscuro seduction of the
incomparable Caravaggio, this incredibly seductive Marlowe of painting.

I also have a favorite theme: Rain. I try to capnre it in all its forms and man-
ifestations. The grand prizel won in Paris, the one that brought me notoriety and
many contracts, rewarded the photo of a wet, huddled kitten looking at a blind
lantern in a bus stop at night, waiting for ... the rain to stop. Indeed, it was the
beginning of an adventure in an extremely profitable field, a job that allows me ro
belazy in the morning, to travel to the most wonderful places. Even to answer rhe
phone only... if I feel like it.

Still, I got four calls in a row, did something happen rhat cannor be post-
poned? I had to see who could not do without me:

*Yeah"

"Hello, Maria?"
"I'm herself in person"
"Good evening, Laura Sand here, sorry to bother you"
'...???"

"I'm Christian Sandt daughter, your former art history professor in college. If
you remember, I sometimes came to his classes with Julia, my older sister"

I shook the quiver with irrelevant memories and, as it were, in a warm corner
of the memory, something stuck out:

"lJm, a little vague, but I remember. You were calmly sraying with the school
homework in front of you, even if sometimes it was late in the evening and you
were starving. I think it was very hard time for you when ... I mean, right after
.. . Sorry .. . "

"Yes, after my mother died. I was in fourth grade, my sister - one year older
and poor dad had no one to babysit us. It was a terrible dme, we all cried almost
continuously,.often for no particular reason. Aoy*"y... Itt very hard for me to
remember those moments ... I'm sorry I started wailing ... and ..."

"No, it's all right. Nevertheless, I wonder, how did you find me? I dont share
my phone number with too many people"

"I got it as courtesy of the university secretary. In fact, the woman suggested
r-hat I contact you, knowing that you live near where my father is hospitalized.
You know, I need a little help. only if it's not much of an inconvenience. Can I
grve you some details?"

How the hell do people ruho haue 'h little problem" always find me? I must haue
dzserued it, tf I chose to pick up the phone instead of conseruing m1t energies and neu-
rons. What audacity for this bitch to call me oat of the blue, moaning like a bro-
hen hinge. Didnl an)tone tell her that onb the goaerrument prouides social protection,
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Capitolul 1

SurAsul sterp din colivie

Motto: ,,Cultura este un fel de hrani. Daci te obignuiegti cu gustul ei,

celelalte merinde isi vor pierde din sagietate."

Sunt femeie. Ca urmare, simt cAndlminitatea (a mea sau in general?) se afli
in pericol. Diferenga dintre mine si celelalte (femei) e dati de faptul ci atunci

cAnd eu decid si acgionez, fraierele aleg si faci un pas in spate. De-ar fi dupi ele,

ar trebui si umblS.m in genunchi chiar 9i atunci cand spS.lim cu mopul pe jos ori

imblAnzim aspiratorul.
NU!!! HotirAt lucru, nu suntem slujnicele niminui si nici Pretexte Pentru

refulirile birbaEilor! CALti vreme voi mai avea demnitate gi vigoare, voi lupta din
risputeri impotriva despotismului cu pilirie!

Chiar nu ingeleg: oare de ce cad atAt de u;or unele ,,dudui" in mrejele celor

care nu vor decAt si mai bifeze o pozigie din listi? in ce mi privegte, de-a lungul

timpului am avut destui amorezi, dar niciodati nu m-am inchinat in faga tipu-
lui de mascul bine bronzat, musculos, implitosat cu lenjerie intimi,,Mister Big",

unde doar reclama mai spune ceva, ci restul... Mi-am dorit si fiu independenti,

sofisticati, chiar daci uneori plream ciudat5.. Oricum, altfel decAt ne vid marea

majoritate a birbagilor: transpirate, zburdXnd cu pletele in vAnt intre masina de

spilat gi cratili, sacrific6'ndu-ne visele, cariera ori viaga personali in favoarea unui
mascul, a plozilor sau mai ;tiu eu a ciror iluzii umanitare. Mai mult decAt atet, ne

lisim (deliberar sau influengat?) atrase citre elucubragii mistice care ne ignori per-

sonalitatea, capacitigile gi creativitatea. Ei bine, NU! in ce mi privegte, prefer sa fiu
emancipati, vanitoasi, stlpA.ni pe timpul, tabieturile gi frivolitS.gile mele. it t.-rrt
fel, daci vregi.. . uirgind, ins5. intr-un anume fel.

Dispretuiesc potecile bititorite, regetele, canoanele multimii obisnuite. Nu
mL conformez lumii. Am o lume a mea.

Hm! ,,Egoisti' ar spune unii. ,,Figoasi, indrigostiti de propriile-i himere, la

fel ca de cerceii din ureche", ar cArcotii algii. Vi ingelaEi, dragilor!Tot ce-mi doresc

este si-mi fre rnie bine. $i pentru ci nimeni nu se gribegte si-mi induci o astfel de

stare trebuie si-mi port singuri de griji.
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categorie). Numai eu stiu cat m-au spurcat toate neamurile pentru aventura asta,

de parci. m-ag fi incurcat cu insqi Sanctitatea Sa, a Constantinopolului?! ,\a se

intAmpli cAnd gura lumii transformS. victima in agresor, f}ri s5. aibi habar cum

stau lucrurile in relaitate. De ce at fi eu de vini daci privirea lui de expert in cele

$apte Tiepte ale P,icatului m-a ademenit cu gre[ie la un ?ahdr dr..., facindu-mi si
ajung pe nesimgite la un pahar de... in plus ;i apoi... la tot ce a mai urmat?

Nu gtiu de ce, dar am impresia ci mai ales in ultima vreme, birbagii mi cam

ocolesc. Cine stie? Poate temperamentul meu vulcanic o fi de vini?
Pe de alt5. parte, adevLrul e ci foarte rar am reugit sI duc vreodati o escapadi

sentimentall mai mult de o luni.. Ah, da! Era si uit de vara nebuni pe care am

petrecur-o in rulota contorsionistului de la circul Globus. Pletele lui (slinoase, de

cele mai multe ori) cu sigurangi nu puneau la adipost prea mulgi neuroni; dar ce

coapse avea, Dumnezeule! O splendoare! Imi amintesc cum la despirgire mi-a scris

pe cer cu fumigene: ,,E;ti muzd med, Monicdl." Ce mai conta ci numele meu era

pugin... diferit?

Una peste alta, n-am de ce si-mi fac probleme: slavi Domnului, balta e inc5.

plini. de pegte. Asa ci am ajuns nici sl nu-mi mai doresc evadarea din acest vid
afectig care a devenit a doua mea naturi.

Tiecutul? O rochie pe care am congtientizat c5. o pot schimba oricAnd cu alta,

dupi bunul meu plac. Niciodati nu m-a preocupat Prea mult sb',,cercetei' printre

rimigigele zilelor de odinioari. Mai mult, de cAte ori am hotirit si schimb maca-

zttl, am aruncat in spate cu nongalangi, vechea sini. De-a lungul timpului, ca orice

fiinti carnivori care se hrinegte cu trupuri striine, am bifat relatii destule, dar nu

m-am implicat serios in nici una dintre ele. Pii, ce? Si mi se faci riu de la atdta

fericire? Da, am mai alunecat intr-o parte sau alta, insi nu neaparat fiindci mi-am

dorit asta, ci pentru ci asemenea derapaje devin normale, intr-o societate atAt de

alunecoasi. De fapt, acuplarea nu are creier, ci doar memorie scurti, personalizati

in pierderea identitiEii... acuplatorului.

Rezumind, n-am iubit, insi nici n-am suferit din iubire ca toate proastele care

atunci cAnd sunt abandonate, parci-s nigte giini firi. cap ce aleargi prin curte de

parci le-ar fi lovit meteoritul. Apoi, si nu fim ipocrigi: animalul din fiecare birbat
il face si uite de fidelitate atunci cAnd apare in peisaj o pigipoanci bine tunati, cu

forme voluptoase. Mi rog... si Ia femei se intAmpli acelasi lucru, doar pulin... altfel.

De ce si nu recunosc? Sunt femeie! Si aidoma suratelor mele, am acela;i apetit

atet pentru experiment, c6.t;i pentru fantezie. Probabil daci mi-ag modera pugin

impulsurile primare, m-ag putea incadra in rAndul tipelor negtiutoare, dar cu real

potenlial de cregtere. Mi ajuti si faptul c5. am fost mereu loiali, uneori chiar mai

multor bilbagi odati. Desigur nu trebuie si transpire faptul ci de-a lungul timpu-
lui am devenit experti in a strecura cAteva ah-vi sau ia-vi care sL potenleze ma-

xima mea implicare. Iar daci mi concentrez putin, reusesc si m5" indrigostesc in
mai putin de cincisprezece minute! Ceea ce, si recunoastem, este un cert exemplu

de eficiengi.

11
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un colecfionar de fotografii neconvengionale, cine gtie? Pentru mine este impor-

tant faptul ci mi-am incasat banii nesperat de repede.

Recunosc cd. am ajuns in breasla asta printr-un cupaj de comoditate gi gansi:

fiind absolventi de Belle Arte eram intovS.rlsiti bine cu temele picturale 9i cu sim-

fonia culorilor. Am l5.sat insi deliberat altora posibilitatea de a reprezenta exube-

ranfa valurilor mirii, a peisajelor bucolice ori risiritul musdnd de tmbujorare. Eu

am riscat optand pentru imagini fotografice. La urma urmei, nu m-am indepartat

de jocul volumelor, de contururile tremurAnde sau de disjungerea luminii. Doar

ci am frcut-o printr-o tehnici diferiti: lucririle mele sunt doar alb-negru 9i astfel

am putur aprofunda seducgia din clarobscurul inegalabilului Caravaggio, acest in-

credibil seducitor Marlowe al picturii.
Am gi o temi preferatl: ploaia. ir.... si o surprind in toate formele gi ma-

nifestirile sale. Marele premiu cAgtigat la Paris, cel care mi-a adus notorietate si o

mulEime de contracte, a recompensat fotografia cu un pisoi ud, zgribulit. Se uita

pierdut la un felinar chior, ce pAlpAia ln noapte, intr-o stalie de autobuz, agteP-

tAnd si treaci ploaia. Da, a fost inceputul unei aventuri intr-un domeniu extrem

de profitabil, o meserie care imi permite si lenevesc dimineaga, sI cllitoresc in cele

mai minunate locuri, ba chiar s5. rispund la telefon doar dupi cum aln chef. To-

tusi: patru apeluri unul dup5. altul? Si se fi intAmplat ceva atAt de important, incAt

si nu suporte amanare? tebuia si vid cine nu mai poate flri mine:

- Mda, am rispuns morocinoasi.

- AIo? Maria?

- Chiar ea in persoani.

- BunL seara, Laura Sand te deraileazi.

- 
???

-Sunt 
fiica lui Christian Sand, fostul tiu profesor de Istorid artei, dinfa-

cultate. Daci igi amintegti, veneam uneori Ia cursurile lui, impreuni cu Iulia, sora

mea mai mare.

Am scuturat rapid tolba cu amintiri irelevante gi parc5.-parci, intr-un colgigor

cildug al memoriei s-a infiripat ceva:

- 
Aha! Destul de vag, dar imi amintesc de voi. Stiteagi cumingi, cu temele in

fagi, chiar daci uneori vi prindea seara si erati nemancate. Cred ci.v-a fost foarte

greu, atunci cA.nd... Adici, imediat dup5. ce... Scuze, scuze...

- 
px, dupi ce a murit mama. Eu eram in clasa a patra, sori-mea, cu un an

mai mare, iar bietul tata nu ayea cu cine si ne lase in sigurangi. Era o perioadS.

cumpliti, plAngeam cu tofli aproape continuu, adesea firi un motiy ,.r.t-.. it
sfArgit... Mi-e foarte greu si rememorez acele momente... Scuz5.-mi ci am ince-

put si bocesc... $i...

- 
Nu-i nimic. Spune-mi mai bine, cum m-ai gasit? Nu dau numirul de te-

lefon prea multor persoane.

- L-am primit datoriti amabilitigii secretarei de la universitate. De fapt

doamna mi-a sugerat si te contactez, gtiind ci locuiegti in apropierea locului unde
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